Depression in dialysis patients: a review of psychological factors.
A review of the literature reveals that the incidence and prevalence of depression among dialysis patients is unknown but that estimates may vary from 20 to 50 percent. Diagnostic and methodological problems related to the population are examined and the notion that depression in this population may represent a qualitatively different entity, is evaluated. Finally, several theoretical models of depression are described and their particular relevance to depression among dialysis patients is discussed.